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 A disc jockey is a 
person who mixes, chops, 
and burns up the turntables.  
At MHS the top DJ is DJ 
Headake, known formally as 
Felipe Rivas.
 Rivas is a senior at 
MHS and to the naked eye, 
he seems to be just another 
student who goes through high 
school without doing much of 
anything.
 “Like most rap stars, 
Felipe likes to act gangster,” 
said Coach Clay. “But we all 
know he’s a sweetie.”

Rivas’ DJ duties 
include playing music at 
parties and dances, putting 

music and lyrics 
together or 
mixing tracks, and 
representing up-and-
coming musicians.

Rivas has 
been working for 
over a year now.  
Other than DJ’ing for 
countless parties he 
also has worked for 
rappers Valentine, 
Mr. Jippa, Hitman 
Assassin, and BC.
 You have to have an 
imaginative and open mind to 
be able to mix songs together.  
There are many different beats 
that are put into each song not 

to mention the time it requires 
to mix up one song or to make 
a beat.
 “Listening to DJ 
Screw, Michael Watts, and 
most of all, Rapid Ric, has also 
inspired me,” Rivas said.

 DJ Headake has done 
many single projects.  ‘DJ 
Headake: SCREWDISK VOL 1’ 
and ‘Bangin’ In Texas’ are the 
first two mixtapes from this 
DJ.

Most people may think 
DJ’ing is easy but it requires 
many hours of fine-tuning to 
have the right calculations for 
the song.

Felipe Rivas was born 
May 24, 1990, to Felipe and 
Laura Rivas.  He has two 
brothers, Timothy and Chris.
 DJ Headake is quick 
to say thank you to all who 
support the mixtapes across 
Texas.

 MIXTAPE MECHANIC
By: Lee Martinez
  Rivas Mixes Up Bumpin’ Music in Spare Time

 Oscar Ruiz knows fast.  
He runs fast. He drives fast.  
And he has fast racehorses.

Yes, Ruiz not only 
shows his speed when running 
on the Loboes’ varsity relay 
teams but also when entering 
his two horses in race events.  
Oscar first got involved with 
horses when he was ten years 
old.
 “When I was growing 
up I got involved in it with my 
dad and uncles”, said Ruiz.
 Ruiz’s stable consists 
of two quarter horses that go 
by the names of MyBridlewood 
and El Sencillo.  MyBridlewood 
is four years old and has a red 
and brown coat of hair, and 
is Ruiz’s favorite horse.  El 
Sencillo is seven years old and 
has a solid black coat of hair.
 Horse racing, also 
known as the Sport of Kings, 
has been practiced over 
centuries beginning with 
chariot races in Rome and 
leading to present-day horse 

racing.  
Horse racing is the 

second biggest spectator sport 
after baseball. One of the 
aspects of horse racing, other 
than the racing of horses, is the 
gambling 
that takes 
p l a c e .  
Bets range 
from one 
dollar to 
h o w e v e r 
m u c h 
y o u ’ r e 
willing to 
put up.
 
Like in 
all sports, 
champion horses must spend 
time practicing before heading 
out to compete.  The workout 
that Ruiz puts his horses 
through usually consists of 
placing them on a walker, 
which is a machine that leads 
the horses in circles, or just 
taking them to the track and 

running them.  
 Before racing Ruiz puts 
his horses through pre-race 
routines.  Ruiz and his father 
wake up early in the morning 
to feed their horses. The horses 

m u s t 
be fed 
e a r l y 
so that 
by the 
t i m e 
of the 
race the 
horses’ 

stomachs are not as full.  
Five hours after the 

horses have eaten, Ruiz and 
his father hang them by their 
halters and massage their legs 
and muscles.  Ruiz also washes 
out the horses’ mouths and 
bands their legs together.  Once 
at the racetrack, Ruiz puts on 

the horses’ reigns and saddles 
them before they are put in the 
chutes.
 Ruiz and his family 
usually enter El Sencillo 
in Odessa.  But, they enter 
MyBridelwood into bigger 
races that usually take place 
in Hobbs, El Paso, or Ruidoso.  
In one of the Hobbs’ races, 
MyBridlewood won the purse 
of $10,000.  This race was 
one of Ruiz’s most memorable 
moments.
 “I was excited when I 
saw MyBridlewood crossing 
the finish line with the win 
because we had only had him 
for four to five months,” Ruiz 
said.

 Ruiz hopes that his 
many years of experience with 
his family’s horses will lead to 
a career as a horse owner.  His 
hard work will help him train 
champions and his keen eye 
will help him find winners.  
Afterall, Oscar Ruiz knows 
fast.
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